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This is the earliest Valentine card in Royal Mail’s Inside — around edges:

collection. It is a handmade puzzle, or ‘rebus’ which 1st

unfolds to reveal poetic messages. Valentine cards became dearest dear and blest divine
popular in the 19th century: in the week before TNe Pja‘f‘fured here ﬂ“ﬁ heart and mine
Valentine’s day in 1841 there were 1,706,000 items

delivered — the largest weekly total thus far. In 2001, But cupid with his fatal dart

Royal Mail delivered 12,250,000 Valentines. Hatin deepl«g wounded mﬂg poor heart

And hathh betwixt us set a eross

Transcription Which makes me fament ”‘“{j {oss

Outside front:
dear the heart which beinold But mow I hope when this is gone
Wil break wiren the same unfold That our two hearts wild Join as one.
Bven S0 wy heart with fovesick pain

Sure wow is oond br i Famin. Inside — nearer centre:

1st
Outside back: You ave VMJ dear the girl and only wmnid
In this inside sweet Turtle Dove That wl/wbg hath i w‘eldmg heoart b&’rrmg’d
TVe wrote o morad of wy Love The ﬂ«oug ts of you are oadwoys in wmy mind
To thou wmy dear and ondy J¢ So be mot cruel mor prove to me UnKin
Requite me mow and be not coy.
Bamish wy vivals from your sight 2nd _
And witic wour fove non we veguite For never will my heart hoave any ense

Untill ow two hearts ave joined and limked Like these.

meaning is in matrimon \ng
Wiiich to for fear wy happiness es‘rrmg

Cupid’s my guide and does my hand direct
To write 10 you, whom T so mitch respect
You are wy dear the centre of wy |

T+'s wour absence wy happiness es’rrmg 3rd

It's you alone to whom T now do write £ wou deww mw Loving bride to be
That Scorns M(I heart and ravishes my Sighht You glw " be?m vg me of w Lelicit

So now the powers of envy can’t P retend By reasons of the troubles of wy wind

To sy that T false stories to ou send T 15” macy eare and 15&1, 10 combort find

4th

]L'. f So then pale Deathh wyst be wy fatal friend
And bring my arief and sorrows to an gEnd
After a mourntull time of sad despair

" Ocensioned bﬂg the Frowns of o wi dear.
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Royal Mail reference; OB1995.263
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